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Costume Suggestions
You don’t have to dress up! – but here is a wonderful opportunity for your pupils to feel part of the action.  Children love non-uniform and whether they wear just a simple headscarf tied like a farm hand or fisherman or something more elaborate like the tricorn hat of the redcoat soldiers, it will give them that ‘tread the boards’ feeling as well as adding to the atmosphere of the production.

There are so many different character costumes and the children will have their ideas as to how to dress, but here are a few suggestions. 
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The picture left is of Uncle Tom Cobley (or Cobleigh) and his gang of smugglers, all dressed up and riding to the Fair on their grey mare. 
They would be less formally dressed for their work – wrecking and smuggling!  (see nineteenth century smugglers on right)
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Here on the right are some images of

the militia, whose job it was to catch the smugglers.  On the far right 

is a riding officer in his tricorn hat.
The Blacksmith (see below a Victorian photo) would have a leather apron and a scarf around his neck.
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Farm hands might wear straw hats, smocks, 
waistcoats and gaiters. See below the sporting 
members of the orchestra from one of our 
productions – horn players of course!
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The milkmaid might wear a mop cap, an apron and maybe a fichu around her shoulders.  The heroine of the story, Eliza, would be in a pretty hat with ribbons and a shawl.  (See left costumes at a recent Classical Road Show concert).
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Here are some Victorian restrike etchings, which illustrate country costumes of the period:
On the left, ‘The Milkmaid’s Song’ by Alfred Holst Tourrier

On the right, ‘Peasant’s Repast’ by George Morland
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The illustration on the left is from the 1890 edition of the 
Young Ladies’ Journal, a women’s magazine of ‘fashion, fancy work and family reading’.  
Maybe they are a bit too grand to wear to Widecombe Fair, but very suitable for young ladies going to a metropolitan concert!
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Here on the left is a nineteenth century fairground scene: the milkmaid has her churn, the farmer’s wife some eggs for sale, a boy is teasing the monkey which is riding the bear.
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Get inspiration from the paintings of Hogarth. He painted scenes of crowded everyday life in eighteenth century London and in the country, including a lively fairground scene, taverns and coaching inns.  Look at The Shrimp Girl’s hat on the left. 

